
ChatGPT User Guide
How to setup ChatGPT to interact like a historical character.

Teacher Notes are in this section on each slide.



BIG IDEA:
ChatGPT is not searching the 

internet for information, it is 
generating a response based on 

how it has been trained.

Generating Text from Training:
ChatGPT has been trained on a large amount of text from books, articles, and 
websites. It uses this training to understand language and generate responses. 
However, it doesn't have the ability to search the internet for real-time 
information. So, the information it provides is based on what it learned during 
its training. Depending on the sources of the training, it may contain bias or 
inaccurate information.

BIG IDEA:
ChatGPT is not searching the internet for information, it is generating a 
response based on how it has been trained.



BIG IDEA:
Always check what ChatGPT says 

against trustworthy sources.

Fact-Checking:
While ChatGPT is a great resource for learning, it's essential to understand that 
it might not always have the most up-to-date information, and generated 
responses may reflect biased perspectives or contain inaccurate information. 
Therefore, it's a good habit to fact-check important information by consulting 
reliable sources like books, encyclopedias, or asking an adult for guidance.

BIG IDEA:
Always check what ChatGPT says against trustworthy sources.



1. Choose a Historical Figure

Interacting with Historical Figures:

Set up Prompts for Persistent Role-Playing:
To make your interaction more exciting, you can use prompts to set up a 
conversation as if you were talking directly to the historical figure. Here's how:

1. Choose a Historical Figure:
○ Decide which historical figure you want to "talk" to.
○ It could be a specific person or a general person, i.e. “ancient 

egyptian.”



1. Choose a Historical Figure

2. Add Details

Interacting with Historical Figures:

Set up Prompts for Persistent Role-Playing:
1. Choose a Historical Figure:

○ Decide which historical figure you want to "talk" to.
○ It could be a specific person or a general person, i.e. “ancient 

egyptian.”

2. Add details:
○ Adding more details for who you want ChatGPT to act as, and the 

context in which they lived, helps it respond more accurately.
○ E.g. “ancient egyptian worker helping to build the Great Pyramid 

during the reign of Khufu.”



1. Choose a Historical Figure

2. Add Details

3. Craft a Prompt to Instruct ChatGPT

Interacting with Historical Figures:
Click to Play

Set up Prompts for Persistent Role-Playing:
1. Choose a Historical Figure:

○ Decide which historical figure you want to "talk" to.
○ It could be a specific person or a general person, i.e. “ancient 

egyptian.”

2. Add details:
○ Adding more details for who you want ChatGPT to act as, and the 

context in which they lived, helps it respond more accurately.
○ E.g. “ancient egyptian worker helping to build the Great Pyramid 

during the reign of Khufu.”

3. Craft a Prompt to Instruct ChatGPT:
○ Craft a prompt that tells ChatGPT what historical figure or setting 

you want them to act like. For example:
i. “Act as a worker helping to build the Great Pyramid during 

the reign of Khufu in ancient Egypt.” or
ii. "Act as Leonardo da Vinci, the great Italian artist from the 

Renaissance." or
iii. "Act as a woman from the Coast Salish people in Western 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/10ACXTeIiXreLnfmT3H3hQ-H77Lee1cyN/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/10ACXTeIiXreLnfmT3H3hQ-H77Lee1cyN/preview


i. Canada in the 1400s."
○ You can also use more ordinary language as long as you are 

clear about what you want ChatGPT to do and include the 
relevant details. For example:

i. “Imagine you're Leonardo da Vinci, the brilliant artist and 
inventor from the Renaissance. As we chat, answer as if 
you are Leonardo, sharing your insights on art and 
science.” or

ii. “Let's chat about Ancient Rome! As we talk, try to answer 
from the perspective of a citizen living in Rome during the 
time of Julius Caesar.”



1. Choose a Historical Figure

2. Add Details

3. Craft a Prompt to Instruct ChatGPT

4. Ask Questions!

Interacting with Historical Figures:
Click to Play

Set up Prompts for Persistent Role-Playing:
1. Choose a Historical Figure:

○ Decide which historical figure you want to "talk" to.
○ It could be a specific person or a general person, i.e. “ancient 

egyptian.”

2. Add details:
○ Adding more details for who you want ChatGPT to act as, and the 

context in which they lived, helps it respond more accurately.
○ E.g. “ancient egyptian worker helping to build the Great Pyramid 

during the reign of Khufu.”

3. Craft a Prompt to Instruct ChatGPT:
○ Craft a prompt that tells ChatGPT what historical figure or setting 

you want them to act like. For example:
i. “Act as a worker helping to build the Great Pyramid during 

the reign of Khufu in ancient Egypt.” or
ii. "Act as Leonardo da Vinci, the great Italian artist from the 

Rennaissance." or
iii. "Act as a woman from the Coast Salish people in Western 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/10E-Kc0c7cns3UcQXc4JKVvReW7HvPNiS/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/10E-Kc0c7cns3UcQXc4JKVvReW7HvPNiS/preview


i. Canada in the 1400s."
○ You can also use more ordinary language as long as you are 

clear about what you want ChatGPT to do and include the 
relevant details. For example:

i. “Imagine you're Leonardo da Vinci, the brilliant artist and 
inventor from the Renaissance. As we chat, answer as if 
you are Leonardo, sharing your insights on art and 
science.” or

ii. “Let's chat about Ancient Rome! As we talk, try to answer 
from the perspective of a citizen living in Rome during the 
time of Julius Caesar.”

2. Ask Open-Ended Questions:
○ Once ChatGPT responds, ask open-ended questions or share 

your thoughts as if you were having a real conversation. For 
example:

i. “What might a citizen's daily life be like?”
ii. "What were your favorite subjects to paint, Leonardo?"



REMEMBER:
Always check what ChatGPT says 

against trustworthy sources.


